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The 'newer knowledge of nutrition3 has opened up a new era
in the history of medicine comparable in importance with the
era introduced by the work of Pasteur, which led to the control
of many infectious diseases, and the beginning of modern sur-
gery. The application of the more recently acquired knowledge
of the influence of food on health will lead to another great
advance in human welfare. Mankind will get rid of deficiency
diseases such as bcri-bcri and pellagra, which still take a heavy
toll of human life in many countries, and be freed from many
physical disabilities, much indefinite ill-health and poor phy-
sique, which are prevalent in all countries.

We have already begun to apply the knowledge with most
encouraging results. Thus, for example, in the United King-
dom, due partly to the spread of the knowledge, partly to a
rise in the standard of living and partly to the supply of milk
and other protective foods, free or at reduced rates to mothers
and children of the poorer class, there has been a marked
improvement in the national dietary. Compared with pre-War
years, the consumption per head of some of the protective
foods has increased by over 50 per cent. Accompanying that
improvement in nutrition, there has been a corresponding
improvement in health. The worst cases of malnutrition., such
as gross rickets and scurvy in children, have almost disappeared.
Infant mortality has been reduced from in per 1,000 live
births to 58 in 1937. The death rate from tuberculosis, which
is so much affected by diet that it might almost be considered
a disease of malnutrition, has been reduced by half. The expec-
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